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In Thailand, rotavirus vaccines have been available since
2006; however, they were not part of the national immun-
isation program due to the low incidence rate of the dis-
ease and questions on cost-effectiveness and budget im-
pact. From a collaboration between the Department of Dis-
ease Control, Ministry of Public Health, and Faculty of
Pharmacy Mahidol University, economic analyses were con-
ducted, from modelling projects to a vaccine pilot project.
These results were used in public health policymaking,
leading to the inclusion of the rotavirus vaccine in the na-
tional immunisation program. Overall, this research series
took 10 years, from the first project to the first year when
children started to receive the vaccine as a part of the na-
tional health promotion and disease prevention program.
The introduction of the vaccine has had significant public
health impacts in Thailand. This presentation is a ‘lessons
learned’ seminar drawing from the experience of collabo-
rating with academics and public health administrators.
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