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Introduction

1. The struggle for health

2. Overcrowding / Housing

3. Housing maintenance

4. Clinical eye care

5. The Uluru Statement
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Aboriginal community controlled 
comprehensive PHC
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Congress Health Services at a Glance

Donna Ah Chee
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The struggle for health

Infant mortality 250 /1000 live births (now 
10/1000)
Life Expectancy for Aboriginal men 52 years 
(now 63), women 54 years (now 67)

Housing / Overcrowding



3/27/19

3

Commonwealth / NT Housing 

• NT $1.1 billion over ten years
• In the first two years they have

only spent $62 million
• The Commonwealth have offered

to match this funding over 5 years
• Commonwealth do not want to give

the funding to the NTG
and want Land Councils
involved

• Stand off
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Santa Teresa legal win 
27 Feb 2019
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Environmental Health Officers

Clinical Care for Eye Health

•
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Child health checks with trachoma screens Trachoma Screening 2018 
Alice Springs

• 1719 children 1 – 9 in
Alice Springs

• 668 screened 2018

• 75% were under 5

• No children with trachoma

FOOTER ( PRESENTATION TITLE IN ALL CAPS)

Trachoma screening with CDC 
Remote clinics
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• Still present in most remote communities in
Central Australia

• 3 remote communities serviced by
Congress have hyper-endemic trachoma
and undergoing community wide treatment.

• One remote community serviced by
Congress had targeted treatment and will
be re-screened this year

• One remote community does not have
hyper-endemic trachoma

Trichiasis 2018

• 3378 individuals over 15 screened for
trichiasis in Alice with no new cases found

• 6 cases previously diagnosed cases
• 699 people over 15

screened for
trichiasis in
Congress
remote communities
(not Ntaria / Wallace)

FOOTER ( PRESENTATION TITLE IN ALL CAPS)



3/27/19

6

FOOTER ( PRESENTATION TITLE IN ALL CAPS)

Optometry Services Not meeting the need

FOOTER ( PRESENTATION TITLE IN ALL CAPS)

Retinal Camera’s
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THANK YOU, 
ANY QUESTIONS?
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NPY Women’s Council
The Council provides health, cultural and community services to over 
6,000 men, women and children in our region. These services are 
not duplicated by any other service.
NPY Women’s Council provides a forum for remote area Anangu 
women to share in the decision making processes that affect them 
and their families and to learn and share knowledge and access 
information. The council employs over 130 staff in these services:
• Disability Advocacy and support
• Aged Care support and Advocacy
• Carer Respite Regional Centre
• Domestic Violence service
• Youth Services
• Child Nutrition Service
• Intensive family support service
• Ngangkari Program
• Emergency Relief program
• Tjanpi Desert Weavers

Ngangkari Healers
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Pantjiti Unkari McKenzie OAM

“Ngangkari can heal many 
sicknesses and problems 
but not all…

Ngangkari can help people 
with sadness, loneliness, 
and homesickness. 
Feelings like that can be 
eased and helped by 
ngangkari treatments 
too.” 

Tinpulya Kangitja Mervyn

“Our work is to mould the 
shape of the body so that 
it can accommodate the 
spirit properly. In that way 
people are well”

“Ngangkari touch people. 
We touch, and that is our 
special art and our skill.”

Naomi Kantjurinyi
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“You’ve got to remember 
that this is the tradition, this 
is the knowledge and Law. 
It’s something that has been 
held onto which came from 
the days before there were 
hospitals and other forms of 
doctors. We were 
responsible for looking after 
all the people. We have held 
onto that knowledge…”
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Opening the new 
emergency 
department at 
Alice Springs 
hospital
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The Ngangkari 
Program has received 
national and 
international acclaim 
including: 

• A Deadly Award for 
Published Book of 
the Year 

• the Mark Sheldon 
Prize from the 
RANZCP  

• the Sigmund Freud 
Award from the 
World Council of 
Psychotherapy 
Congress 

• Dr Margaret Tobin 
Award for Excellence 
in Mental Health

• NT Chronic Disease 
Network Recognition 
Award

Our award winning book is for sale at the 
Tjanpi shop in the foyer 

or online at www.npywc.org.au/shop

Like us on Facebook

www.facebook.com/npywc/

http://www.npywc.org.au/shop
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