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Non mydriatic retinal photography –  
a roundtable in preparation for new MBS items for people with diabetes 
 
25 July 2016 

 
Resources to assist AMS implementing NMRP 
 
Mitchell Anjou 
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Weight 19 kg 
Size 580 x 550 x 330 mm 
 
 
 
 
 

40 degree field of view 
3.8 minimum pupil size 
Less than 10 minutes per person 
 

~1500 mm 
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for 
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Fully automated 
alignment, focus and 
image capture 
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Some quick clinic cost modelling 
 
Camera cost $20,000 
 
Lease over 3 years $600/month 
 
MBS item $50 
 
$600/$50 = 12 items/patients per month to cover lease costs 
 
 
With annual exams (Indigenous population) 
 
Need 144 people with diabetes without retinopathy (or 216 in total with diabetes) 
 
 
With biannual exams (non Indigenous population) 
 
Need 288 people with diabetes without retinopathy (or 432 in total with diabetes) 

MBS	Item	715	
What	to	check	for	an	eye	check?		
1. (History)					Problem	with	vision	or	eyes?	
2. (VA)	 			Visual	acuity	(near	and	distance)	
3. (Exam) 			Include	trichiasis	
4. (Refer)		 			People	with	diabetes	require		
							 	 			annual	reGnal	exams	
	

MBS	mandatory	eye	checks	in	Health	Assessments	for	Aboriginal	
and	Torres	Strait	Islander	adults	and	older	people	 

‘Check	Today,	See	Tomorrow’	resources	
	supports	the	key	diabetes	eye	care	messages		

CHECK TODAY, SEE TOMORROW
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DIABETIC  RETINOPATHY GRADING

drgrading.iehu.unimelb.edu.au

Now available online and at no cost
in English, Chinese, Portuguese, French, Spanish & Urdu 

Certificate of Competency Provided after Successful Completion

Melbourne School of Population and Global Health

CHECK TODAY, SEE TOMORROW

Patient with 
diabetes 

VA and retinal 
photograph 

VA <6/12, 
abnormal or 
ungradable 
photograph 

Normal 
photograph/ 

no retinopathy 

Refer to 
optometry/ 

ophthalmology 

GP 

Optometry 

NM
RP 

100 people 
with 
diabetes 

20 people 
with 
diabetes 
having eye 
exam 

100 people 
with 
diabetes 
having 
photo 

33 people with 
diabetes 
having eye 
exam (with 
retinopathy) 
 
plus other non 
diabetes referrals 

Number of people with diabetes 

Number of people with diabetes  
who have annual retinal examination 

Diabetic retinopathy annual  
screening rate 

2008 national rate (NIEHS) 20%  

2015 national rate (NEHS) ?%  

Chronic disease performance measure at      clinic 
         region  
         jurisdiction 
         nation 

98% of 
blindness from 
diabetes can 
be prevented 

by timely 
detection and 

treatment 


