
Close the Gap – RANZCO Initiatives 

Prof Nitin Verma AM

President 

Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Ophthalmologists



Agenda

➢ The Gap for Vision

➢ About RANZCO 

➢ RANZCO Reconciliation Action Plan

➢ RANZCO Initiatives and Activities to Close the Gap

➢ Opportunities and Challenges



The Gap for Vision

Key recommendations:

➢ Access

➢ Coordination 

➢ Workforce

➢ Monitoring and Evaluation

➢ Governance

➢ Funding



The Gap is closing, but still exists

➢

Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare Indigenous Eye Health Measure 2020



RANZCO – The Leaders in Collaborative Eye Care



RANZCO Reconciliation Action Plan

➢ Relationships

➢ Respect

➢ Opportunities



RANZCO Initiatives and Activities

Position statements and submissions

Partnership with government and communities

Strong Eyes Strong Communities



RANZCO Initiatives and Activities – Cont’d

Selection 

Scholarships

Sponsorship for AIDA conference and participation

Billing rights for 5th year trainees in regional and remote areas 



RANZCO Initiatives and Activities – Cont’d

Outreach Service 

Network of Ophthalmology Services for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples across 
urban areas

Future of EyeCare Symposium



Opportunities – Collaborative Efforts

➢ Commitment from Australian Government 

➢ National Agreement on Closing the Gap

➢ Strong Eyes, Strong Communities—a five year plan for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander eye health and vision 
2019–2024



Challenges

➢ Social and cultural determinants of health

➢ Funding 

➢ Fragmented patient journey

➢ Strengthening the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
workforce

➢ The gap is wider than what we think………..



Please contact us:

E: president@ranzco.edu

T: +61 2 9690 1001

Or Follow us on:

www.facebook.com/RANZCOeyedoctor 

twitter.com/RANZCOeyedoctor

www.ranzco.edu

mailto:president@ranzco.edu
http://www.ranzco.edu/

